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East Regional Council Meeting
Minutes Draft 6-16-2025
Summit Leadership Foundation, 3515 Bristol Hwy
Johnson City, TN 37601
12-2 Eastern Time

TNAHC East Regional Council June 16 Minutes, Page 2 of 2


East TN Regional Council: Lindy Turner, Chair, Sherry Trent Vice Chair, Retha Patton, Secretary / Logistics.

In the absence of Chair Turner, the meeting was called to order at 12:10 by East TN Regional Council Vice Chair Sherry Trent. She thanked Stephen Dixon of Bank of Tennessee, and THDA Board Member, for the barbeque lunch and invited attendees to get a plate.
 
Coalition Executive Director Patricia M. Smith gave opening remarks, thanking attendees for their dedication to affordable housing, and asking them to join the Coalition to enjoy additional meetings like today’s.  Sign in sheets and name tags were used to increase interaction. Thirty people signed in, though a head count garnered 38. State Representative Rebecca Alexander was in attendance
Smith introduced the Council leadership and several state board members, noting they were taking on additional tasks to support affordable housing efforts.
Trent introduced Mindy Bowman (Eastern Eight), Rene Mann (First TN Development District), Ani Boyd (Appalachian Service Project) and Laura Kelley (Habitat for Humanity) who each noted funding and progress in disaster recovery efforts. Krystal Gibbons (TN’s Community Assistance Corp.) noted households were unaware additional assistance was at the ready beyond a first interaction with FEMA. 
· Mann reported the development district could offer replacement or rehabilitation services for $1.00. More applicants were needed.
· Bowman stated Eastern Eight had accomplished 48 projects with a $549,000 spend down of $2.2 million available.
· Nicole Intali….. of fahe reported they had direct funding for disaster work from the ARPA funds.
· Don Harris, USDA, reported he expected to announce funding availability in the next two weeks.
· Trent reported Eastern Eight had just completed a rental (new construction – repair) offering three months of free rent and were starting another.
· Jackie Mayo asked about a communications effort and Trent volunteered Mindy Bowman to coordinate.
Trent introduced Katie Moore (THDA), and Allen Hawk (USDA) who gave funding and program updates. 
· Moore said THDA was holding HOME and ESG announcements until Congress acted. There are dollars available in the ERAEPP rental assistance program.
· Hawk said the relationships made in this room (through this work), affected the world. also introduced USDA’s new State Director Patrick Jaynes. Jaynes greeted the attendees, noting he lived in Morristown, knows the area and wants to be efficient and effective. He said he looked forward to connecting staff to situations as needed.
Sherry – 502 loan?
Josh Stuart of fahe was connected through a virtual link and presented a chart of housing programs showing funding levels for the past (three) years and a zeroing out in the House version of the federal funding bill under discussion. The Senate is currently reviewing their budget plan. Stuart expects flat funding rather than zeroing out.
· The Low Income Housing Tax Credit Improvement Act as part of the House bill was passed and the Senate has approved a permanent extension. He mentioned a tax credit for single family housing production was under discussion, but it is not in the House-passed legislation.
· Staffing changes have died down. Legal challenges continue. 
· AmeriCorp has been affected; several states have sued against the ending of funding.
· USDA may return to staffing levels seen in 2017.
· He reported Congress last passed the federal budget in time for its fiscal year end in 1992. He expects a continuation budget by Christmas.
· Anne Cooper asked about the Continuum of Care program; Trent about NeighborWorks. 
Trent thanked Stuart. 
Smith introduced Matt Wiltshire of Pathway lending to describe a housing production tool that was passed by the TN General Assembly in 2024. PC1012 allows municipalities to issue bonds to be used for housing purposes. His slide presentation will be posted on the Regional Council page of TNAHC.org. A handout sheet with QR codes for the bill, the municipalities eligible to use the program and a staff summary of the bill are attached as part of these minutes.
Smith thanked Wiltshire who gave his email address (Matt@PathwayLending.org) and asked the attendees to join the Coalition. Trent announced the next Regional meeting would be in October. Smith encouraged attendees to invite each other to meet-ups to see successes in place, to visit elected officials and increase their knowledge of how housing is a piece of the economic puzzle.
A group photo was taken with the Housing poster and several attendees took individual pictures for posting on organization websites and social media. The file for printing the posters is available from Smith at info@TNAHC.org.
Trent called for a motion for adjournment. True?

___________________________            					___________________________                                               
Patricia M. Smith for                                                                                               Sherry Trent, Chair
Retha Patton, Secretary                                                                                   
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